
A ‘dynamo’ 
of worldwide 
Christian 
publishing: 
Pieter Kwant 
in Sydney
Pieter Kwant (International 
Programme Director for 
Langham Literature) will 
be speaking in Sydney 
January 2010.  Christian 
books have been a central 
part of his life for 34 years, 
and he is passionate about 
promoting and encouraging 
Majority World writing and 
research.  He has had a key 
role in developing the Africa 
Bible Commentary, as well 
as the South Asia, Arabic and 
Latin American commentary 
projects.  Pieter helped develop 
Operation World, a book 
resourcing prayer for world 
mission; as well as Hippo 
Books, a shared imprint fully 
owned by African publishers, 
and he is currently publishing 
a 20-volume history of the 
church in China.

Dr Christopher Wright 
(International Director of 
Langham Partnership) will 
also be returning to Australia 
to speak in Adelaide, 
speaking to pastors, 
churches and students at a 
range of events, April 17-21, 
2010.

More details are coming 
soon to our website,  
www.langhampartnership.
org.au/calendar/, or contact 
Langham Partnership 
Australia on 02 4751 9036.

Colin Macpherson (Langham Literature – Creative)

How can the gospel sink deep roots 
into a country where a generation of 
Christian writers, thinkers and leaders 
and their books were wiped out in 
five short years? Langham Australia’s 
partnership with Fount of Wisdom 
Publishing House (FoW) in Phnom Penh 
is already providing the rapidly growing 
Cambodian church with culturally-
relevant resources that will help equip 
leaders and disciple believers.
This year, in partnership 
with Langham Literature, 
FoW published two 
new titles in Khmer: 
God’s Big Picture 
(V Roberts) and Dig 
Deeper (N Beynon and 
A Sach).  Both books are 
pitched well at the local 
situation, with much 
needed content for grass 
root pastors and first-
generation believers.
Fount of Wisdom 
was founded by Steve 
Westergren in 2004, 
and is the only non-
denominational evangelical 
publisher in the country.  
Since then, FoW has published more than 30 
titles: from a Cambodian-authored commentary 
on Ephesians to a devotional of grace, a great 
need in a country stained by years of bloodshed.
But FoW’s vision is particularly to see indigenous 
writers and publishers equipped to serve the 
Cambodian church.  They are difficult to find 
since the Khmer Rouge killed most of the 
country’s educated citizens – and Christians – in 
the late 1970s.  But Cambodia’s now-flourishing 

church – there are 
200,000 Christians 
in an estimated 200 
small churches – and 
young population 
– 60% are under 
20 years old – 
mean that there 
is great potential 
for Christian 
publishing.

“Although we have skilled foreigners, they don’t 
completely understand the heart of Cambodia as 
Cambodian writers do,” says Savy Dith, editor 
at FoW. “We believe the 
good news will spread much 
faster with their help.”

Langham’s Publisher 
Development ministry is 
geared to seeing publishers 
like FoW lay strong, 
indigenous and sustainable 
foundations for the future.

“When you (Langham 
Literature) said, ‘Our 
ambition is to see indigenous ministries like 
Fount of Wisdom serving the local church and 
society on the one hand, while moving towards 
long-term sustainability and viability through 
book sales,’ I was very excited,” says Steve 
Westergren. “It is exactly what we are trying to 
do here at Fount of Wisdom.”

FoW needs immediate support publishing a 
range of Khmer-language titles in 2010, including 
Spiritual Leadership (J O Sanders), Calvary 
Road (R Hession), a church history volume and 
a commentary of Nehemiah.  The New Bible 
Dictionary will be a significant longer-term 
project.

However, Langham’s hope is to capitalise FoW 
more significantly so that they can publish 15-
20 titles a year, with an increasing proportion 
written by national authors, doing so without 
requiring ongoing outside financial help.

Please pray:
•	For	Steve Westergren as he lays this 

publishing foundation and seeks to mentor and 
hand over to Cambodian Colleagues.

•	For	Timothy, a young 
Khmer Executive Director 
in training who will 
increasingly take over 
Steve’s role.

•	For	funds to enable 
Langham to provide 
the required capital and 
training.

•	That	God	would	
bless the Cambodian 
church through FoW’s 
high quality Christian 
literature.
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Yes I would like to stand 
with you
I want to —

	Give	something	regularly	—	 
monthly / quarterly / annually  
(circle whichever applies). 
Please complete the donation amount and the 
payment authority sections below.

	Give	a	one	off	gift	of	 $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details below.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed
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Langham Literature

Langham Preaching
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set up Periodical Payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership Bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
Internet banking.  The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032-837 Account Number 14-4002

See Website for Online Donations
www.langhampartnership.org.au
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PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777
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EQUIPPING	A	NEW
	GENERATION	OF	

BIBLE	TEACHERS

19 Whitfield Place 
London 

W1T 5JX

Dear friend,

We wonder if you will kindly accept this as if it were a personal letter from us both to you as a friend 

and supporter of the work of the Langham Partnership. It is not possible for us to write personally to 

all	who	would	consid
er	themselves	such,	

since	there	are	now	
so	many,	for	which	w

e	thank	God	greatly.
	

None of us can be unaware of the severe economic crisis that has affected the world, including the 

many countries of the majority world where Langham Partnership works. Indeed, the effect of the 

downturn in the majority world is to increase the very needs that we seek to address – shortage of 

material and human resources for equipping better Bible preachers and teachers to strengthen the 

church. We know of some seminaries in Africa and Asia, for example, that are struggling with severe 

financial stress. We have relationships with small indigenous evangelical publishers whose cash flow 

and financial viability, already vulnerable, are now causing critical concern. We long to help with 

appropriate support. 

And yet the effect of collapsing financial markets has been to reduce the giving capacity of many 

of those who have been most generous in past years. We fully understand that, and the senior 

management of Langham - staff and boards - have worked extremely hard to adjust our budgets 

accordingly. We can’t plan to spend what we don’t expect to get! 

Cutting budgets, however, is a painful thing, for it is not about numbers but about people whom we 

greatly want to help, but whom we have had to send away empty – at least for now. Two planned 

gatherings of Langham Scholars in Asia and Eastern Europe, that would be such an encouragement 

to people working in tough contexts, have had to be shelved for lack of Langham funding. A major 

publishing opportunity in Arabic for the Middle East with great strategic potential has had to be turned 

down. Eighteen countries that were working with Langham Preaching towards launching national 

programmes in 2010 have had to be told we cannot do it until later. These are a few of the painful 

decisions our Langham programme directors have had to make - disappointing to them and even more 

so to our partners. 

Will you please join us in earnest prayer right now about this situation? We are more than ever 

convinced that the Lord has guided and blessed the three ministries of Langham Partnership from 

very small beginnings forty years ago to the significant global network that it is today. The vision is 

thoroughly biblical. The need and opportunities are as great as ever, and the constant feedback we 

receive from our partners in the churches of the majority world assures us that what Langham offers is 

hugely	appreciated	a
nd	utterly	strategic	f

or	the	Kingdom	of	G
od.	

We	are	convinced	that
	the	work	of	the	Kin

gdom	of	God	is	not	
and	should	not	be	de

pendent	on	the	

rising or falling of the kingdom of mammon, and so we trust that you will join us in praying that the 

Lord who owns the cattle on a thousand hills will continue faithful in his abundant provision – not for 

Langham’s needs, but for the needs of those we serve in the neediest parts of the world. 

We know that you are among those who already support the work generously, and may have done 

so for many years. We are so grateful to you. However, if, in addition to praying with us, you wish 

to make a special gift at this critical time, then please make use of the response mechanism, and be 

assured of our thanks. But above all, join us in prayer that, far from shrinking, Langham may grow in its 

capacity	to	take	up	t
he	opportunities	bef

ore	us,	through	the	
surprising	generosity

	of	our	Lord	God.	

Thank you for your fellowship in the gospel and may the Lord richly bless you, 

Founder and Honorary President           International Director

AUSTRALIA

preaching       literature       scholars

Dear Friends,

It is worthwhile to pause and 
consider the many projects and 
places that Langham Partnership 
has initiated and in which it serves.

From Langham Literature’s 
partnership with Fount of Wisdom 
publishing Khmer books in 
Cambodia, to convening ‘round 
tables’ in the Solomon Islands 
and North India	to	the	first	
Langham Preaching seminars in 
China, we are seeing preachers 
and teachers all over the world 
equipped to preach the gospel 
faithfully in their own context, and 
empowered to shape the future of 
the church.

Looking towards 2010, this work 
continues.		The	first	Level	1	
Preaching Seminar will commence 
in Papua New Guinea late 
this year, and the critical Level 3 
seminar for Vanuatu, where 
future	trainers	are	identified,	will	
take place in March.

But	the	financial	crisis	has	caused	
difficulties	for	many	organisations	
around the world, and Langham 
Partnership is no exception.  John 
Stott together with Chris 
Wright has written a letter 
to all friends and supporters of 
Langham’s ministry, featured on 
the back of this newsletter.  They 
call urgently for your prayers and 
continued	financial	support	in	
enabling Langham’s vision to see 
Mission go beyond Evangelism.  
LPA commends that letter to you 
for your prayerful consideration.

We look forward to Pieter 
Kwant, Programme Director 
for Langham Literature visiting 
Sydney in January and Chris 
Wright coming to Adelaide 
in April 2010.  These visits will 
provide an opportunity to hear in 
great detail about the diverse work 
that	God	is	doing	through	Langham	
across the world.

Wendy Toulmin AM  
LPA Executive Officer

Wendy’s Word

Prayer Focus
‘Digging Deep’ in PNG
The Langham Preaching movement gets underway in Papua New 
Guinea at the end of November, one of 40 Langham Preaching 
programmes taking place around the world this year.  Pray for the 
facilitators, Andrew Reid, Tim Johnson and Paul Windsor. 
Pray	that	God	will	guide	the	selection	of	the	pastors	and	church	
leaders who will attend, and provide much-needed funds so that 
this project will be able to encourage and strengthen His Church in 
Papua	New	Guinea.

The ‘Danger’ of Doctoral Studies
John Stott writes, “There is a real danger that a scholar may return 
home after three or four years an academic success but a spiritual 
failure—a ‘doctor’ (qualified to teach) but no longer a ‘disciple’, 
possessing a new degree and a new title, but possessed by no new 
vision, power or holiness.”

Please pray for Langham Scholars Ma’afu Palu, on his return 
to Tonga, and for Alfred Olwa, continuing his studies in Sydney, 
that they will be not simply competent teachers of theology, but 
that	they	will	truly	know	and	worship	the	God	they	talk	about.

Commentaries for Vanuatu hot off the presses
Continue to give thanks for the ongoing work on the Vanuatu 
Bible Commentary project: Philippians, the most recent addition, 
has been published, joining 1 Thessalonians and Philemon.  Please 
continue to pray for the team with plans underway for 
commentaries	on	James,	Esther,	Galatians	and	2	Thessalonians.

Langham Preaching facilitator heads to Malaysia
Pray for Paul Barker from Melbourne, as he begins a teaching 
and preaching ministry supported by CMS Australia based at the 
Malaysian	Theological	Seminary.		Give	thanks	that	he	will	be	able	to	
continue his involvement with Langham Preaching in a number of 
Asian countries.



Langham Partnership 
Australia
a member of Langham 
Partnership International
Founded by John Stott and now led by 
Christopher Wright, Langham Partnership has 
been Resourcing the Majority World Church for 
Growth in Biblical Maturity for over 35 years 
through its 3 strategies:

n Preaching - Growing a new generation of 
preachers and teachers

n Literature - Multiplying indigenous evangelical 
literature, writers and publishers

n Scholars - Developing Strategic Christian 
Leaders Worldwide

Our vision is to see Majority World churches 
being equipped for mission and growing to 
maturity through the ministry of Christian leaders 
and pastors who sincerely believe, diligently 
study, faithfully expound and relevantly apply the 
Word of God.

Sending ‘systematic and 
balanced’ preachers out all 
over China
A group of 45 pastors from all over China gathered earlier this 
year in Hong Kong as Langham Preaching partnered with two other 
organisations to offer the Level 1 preaching seminar.

It was a mature group. Ten years of preaching experience was a 
requirement for participation: they tended to be senior pastors and 
leaders with responsibilities well beyond their own local churches. A 
number had graduate degrees in theology.

It was a representative group, both men and women. They came 
from right across the country, with pastors (some travelling 48 hours 
by train) from the majority of provinces being present. It is quite 
conceivable that thousands upon thousands of believers in China will 
be impacted by the training that was offered.

Two highlights will linger in 
my memory. One was that 
moment during training 
when small groups write 
their sermon outlines 
from designated passage 
on the whiteboard.

Nine groups crammed 
their Chinese characters 
onto the board, and 
then each one submitted 
themselves to the 
evaluation of their 
peers and the trainers. 
They were so honest 

with each other and they had such fun doing it: raucous 
laughter often would fill the room. With this lightness of spirit so 
evident, I had to remind myself that some of these people had paid a 
great price for preaching the Gospel!

The second highlight was watching as the group was split into seven 
regional groups to discuss how they might start local ‘preaching 
fellowships’ in their areas, seeing them enjoy meeting each other, 
sharing email addresses, appointing a coordinator and agreeing on a 
date to meet. We had to add another session because they just would 
not stop talking! 

It may have only been half a drop in a bucket, but there was an 
overwhelming sense for me that the quality of biblical preaching in 
China was being impacted before my very eyes.

A recurring piece of feedback from the participants was a new 
seriousness in their commitment to ‘a systematic and balanced 
preaching of the whole Bible.’

Paul Windsor

Please pray: 

• That under God’s good hand plans for a Level 2 seminar in 2010, 
as well as another Level 1 running concurrently with a new group 
will materialise and that participants will be able to travel safely and 
easily to the venue.

A Catalyst for Cooperation
New Delhi, India

India is an incredibly large and diverse nation, and the work of Langham 
Preaching has taken a different shape there.  There are already multiple 
grassroots training ministries in action across India, so Langham is 
becoming the catalyst gathering these people together, enabling them to 
network and share resources.

To this end, the Second North India Consultation was held by 
Langham Preaching in Noida (New Delhi) in September. Alongside the 
encouragement of being together 
and making each other aware of 
the training which is happening, the 
purpose of the consultation was to 
explore the ways in which Langham 
Preaching can be involved in North 
India in the future.

We were graciously hosted by four 
Langham Scholars: Paul Swarup 
(convenor), Finny Philip, AK Lama, 
and Paulson Pulikottil. Participants 
included pastors, student workers, 
theological educators, missionaries 

among the 
poor, as 
well as the 
director of 
a holistic 
hospital 
ministry. 

People came from Rajasthan in the 
West to Assam in the East, and much of the 
conversation focused on Uttar Pradesh which, 

if it were a country, would be the seventh most populous 
country in the world.

Three fresh initiatives that emerged from the consultation:

•	AK Lama will be the key reference point for the intended launch 
of the Level 1-4 preaching seminars in Assam for the churches of 
Northeast India.

•	We also committed to an ongoing ‘training of the trainers’.  That 
will involve an expanded consultation programme to explore the 
key issues around training preachers in India, such as the challenge 
of training preachers within the mainline, educated, urban church 
compared to the emerging, semi-literate, rural church, as well as 
auditing the training which is occurring with an eye on the ‘gaps and 
overlaps’.

• Finally, we plan to convene a similar consultation in South India.

Paul Windsor

A ‘Round Table’ of Unity
Solomon Islands

Paul Windsor 
Associate Director, Langham Preaching

In its commitment to nurture biblical preaching 
movements, Langham Preaching often finds itself 
‘convening a table’ around which a broad spectrum of 
the church gathers.

Nowhere has this been more true than in the Solomon 
Islands. From Pentecostals and Catholics to the Anglican 
Church of Melanesia, and the United Church of 
Solomon Islands – there were 67 people who gathered 
near Honiara for the Langham Preaching training on 16-
19 June 2009.

On the final evening, tears were shed as participants 
prayed for the church in the Solomons.

“This is just what the Solomons needs,” said one of the 
participants. “We have for too long kept to our own 
little boxes.” This was a week which nurtured both 
biblical preaching and the unity of the church.

Training was in the hands of Chris Mulherin (Australia), 
Langham Partnership International Director Chris Wright, and Langham Preaching 
Associate Director Paul Windsor, and focused on the basic skills of understanding the text 
and building clear, faithful and relevant biblical sermons. One highlight of the week was 
the opportunity to have lunch with the Archbishop of Melanesia, David Vunagi. Langham 
Preaching thrives on the endorsement of leaders like Archbishop David.

We have agreed that Level 2 training will be held from 19 - 23 July 2010 with a condensed 
Level 1 event immediately prior to this week so that an even larger group of pastors can 
stay on and journey on to Level 2 and 3.

Langham Preaching is off to an excellent start in the Pacific largely due to the commitment 
of Langham Partnership Australia (LPA). God willing, in 2010 Vanuatu will hold a Level 3 
and both the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea will hold a Level 2 seminar. And since 
the recent appointment of Langham 
Scholar, Ma’afu Palu, to the Sia’atoutai 
College in Tonga, there is also local 
expertise on which we can draw.

Asia FocusPacific Focus

Langham Preaching 
Participants in the 
Solomons:

• Pentecostals

• Nazarenes

• Catholics

• Worldwide Church of God

• Assemblies of God

• Scripture Union

• Campus Crusade for 
Christ

• Bible Society

• South Sea Evangelical 
Church

• Anglican Church of 
Melanesia

• United Church of Solomon 
Islands

Can you sponsor the 
training of a PNG Pastor?
The Pacific Preaching Programme commences 
late this year in Papua New Guinea — the world’s 
most linguistically and ethnically complex nation and our 
close neighbour. You can cover the costs of one 
participant for the entire week-long seminar for 
only $120. Mark clearly on the response form if you would 
like to support this project, or use the insert provided.

From Participants at Langham Preaching, 
Central Asia 

“Thank you so much for this seminar on preaching. It’s as though we’ve 
been asleep all this time, and now we’ve woken up.”

“I’m eagerly waiting for second level seminar next year!”

“It was a different kind of seminar to what we’re used to. Well-
organized and always interesting.”

Training ‘Fishers’ at 
Sia’atoutai
Nuku’alofa, Tonga

Ma’afu Palu

Just a short 
note from us 
here in Tonga.

We have 
moved to the 
Bible College’s 
house.

The Bible 
College 
is called 
“Sia’atoutai” 
which 
literally 
means the “home for the fishers of 
men”, so, we are here to train “fishers of men” 
for Tonga and the Pacific.

Since my arrival - I went to meet the Principal 
personally and gave him a copy of my PhD Thesis 
- it is so encouraging to hear him in College 
chapel urging our students towards repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christ for eternal life.

Although the academic year is drawing to a 
close, he has assigned me to the Library in 
order to supervise and catalogue our books, 
and to teach all his classes for a week while 
he is away for meetings in Fiji. I have also been 
asked to address a university Christian group on 
the importance of the Bible for the Christian’s 
life, and have just finished special lectures to 
the third-year students on Rudolf Bultmann’s 
hermeneutics. 

Just being here in Tonga and in the College has 
already created opportunities for the gospel.

Please pray for us:

•	For Dr Puloka, the Principal, as he leads the 
College.

•	For us all, that we may set good examples to 
our colleagues living as Christians

•	For our family, that we learn contentment in 
financial difficulties as we face high prices in 
Tonga

•	For Elizabeth volunteering in the College 
kindergarten, for Tevita and Freddy settling 
into new schools and thanks for Albert Joshua’s 
(AJ’s) continued good health.

Paul Swarup (Convenor) with Samuel Yesudas, Joseph Selavadurai, Ernest Clark, Devendra Verma, and Isaac Thomas at the North India Consultation.

Three Indian leaders at the North India consultation: Paulson, Academic Dean at 

Union Biblical Seminary; ‘AK’, leading the Baptist work in Northeast India, and 

Raju, director of Kacchwa Transformation Ministries in Uttar Pradesh, a holistic 

ministry built around a hospital, developing schools, starting businesses, planting 

churches and seeing hundreds and hundreds of people come to faith in Christ.



Langham Partnership 
Australia
a member of Langham 
Partnership International
Founded by John Stott and now led by 
Christopher Wright, Langham Partnership has 
been Resourcing the Majority World Church for 
Growth in Biblical Maturity for over 35 years 
through its 3 strategies:

n Preaching - Growing a new generation of 
preachers and teachers

n Literature - Multiplying indigenous evangelical 
literature, writers and publishers

n Scholars - Developing Strategic Christian 
Leaders Worldwide

Our vision is to see Majority World churches 
being equipped for mission and growing to 
maturity through the ministry of Christian leaders 
and pastors who sincerely believe, diligently 
study, faithfully expound and relevantly apply the 
Word of God.

Sending ‘systematic and 
balanced’ preachers out all 
over China
A group of 45 pastors from all over China gathered earlier this 
year in Hong Kong as Langham Preaching partnered with two other 
organisations to offer the Level 1 preaching seminar.

It was a mature group. Ten years of preaching experience was a 
requirement for participation: they tended to be senior pastors and 
leaders with responsibilities well beyond their own local churches. A 
number had graduate degrees in theology.

It was a representative group, both men and women. They came 
from right across the country, with pastors (some travelling 48 hours 
by train) from the majority of provinces being present. It is quite 
conceivable that thousands upon thousands of believers in China will 
be impacted by the training that was offered.

Two highlights will linger in 
my memory. One was that 
moment during training 
when small groups write 
their sermon outlines 
from designated passage 
on the whiteboard.

Nine groups crammed 
their Chinese characters 
onto the board, and 
then each one submitted 
themselves to the 
evaluation of their 
peers and the trainers. 
They were so honest 

with each other and they had such fun doing it: raucous 
laughter often would fill the room. With this lightness of spirit so 
evident, I had to remind myself that some of these people had paid a 
great price for preaching the Gospel!

The second highlight was watching as the group was split into seven 
regional groups to discuss how they might start local ‘preaching 
fellowships’ in their areas, seeing them enjoy meeting each other, 
sharing email addresses, appointing a coordinator and agreeing on a 
date to meet. We had to add another session because they just would 
not stop talking! 

It may have only been half a drop in a bucket, but there was an 
overwhelming sense for me that the quality of biblical preaching in 
China was being impacted before my very eyes.

A recurring piece of feedback from the participants was a new 
seriousness in their commitment to ‘a systematic and balanced 
preaching of the whole Bible.’

Paul Windsor

Please pray: 

• That under God’s good hand plans for a Level 2 seminar in 2010, 
as well as another Level 1 running concurrently with a new group 
will materialise and that participants will be able to travel safely and 
easily to the venue.

A Catalyst for Cooperation
New Delhi, India

India is an incredibly large and diverse nation, and the work of Langham 
Preaching has taken a different shape there.  There are already multiple 
grassroots training ministries in action across India, so Langham is 
becoming the catalyst gathering these people together, enabling them to 
network and share resources.

To this end, the Second North India Consultation was held by 
Langham Preaching in Noida (New Delhi) in September. Alongside the 
encouragement of being together 
and making each other aware of 
the training which is happening, the 
purpose of the consultation was to 
explore the ways in which Langham 
Preaching can be involved in North 
India in the future.

We were graciously hosted by four 
Langham Scholars: Paul Swarup 
(convenor), Finny Philip, AK Lama, 
and Paulson Pulikottil. Participants 
included pastors, student workers, 
theological educators, missionaries 

among the 
poor, as 
well as the 
director of 
a holistic 
hospital 
ministry. 

People came from Rajasthan in the 
West to Assam in the East, and much of the 
conversation focused on Uttar Pradesh which, 

if it were a country, would be the seventh most populous 
country in the world.

Three fresh initiatives that emerged from the consultation:

•	AK Lama will be the key reference point for the intended launch 
of the Level 1-4 preaching seminars in Assam for the churches of 
Northeast India.

•	We also committed to an ongoing ‘training of the trainers’.  That 
will involve an expanded consultation programme to explore the 
key issues around training preachers in India, such as the challenge 
of training preachers within the mainline, educated, urban church 
compared to the emerging, semi-literate, rural church, as well as 
auditing the training which is occurring with an eye on the ‘gaps and 
overlaps’.

• Finally, we plan to convene a similar consultation in South India.

Paul Windsor

A ‘Round Table’ of Unity
Solomon Islands

Paul Windsor 
Associate Director, Langham Preaching

In its commitment to nurture biblical preaching 
movements, Langham Preaching often finds itself 
‘convening a table’ around which a broad spectrum of 
the church gathers.

Nowhere has this been more true than in the Solomon 
Islands. From Pentecostals and Catholics to the Anglican 
Church of Melanesia, and the United Church of 
Solomon Islands – there were 67 people who gathered 
near Honiara for the Langham Preaching training on 16-
19 June 2009.

On the final evening, tears were shed as participants 
prayed for the church in the Solomons.

“This is just what the Solomons needs,” said one of the 
participants. “We have for too long kept to our own 
little boxes.” This was a week which nurtured both 
biblical preaching and the unity of the church.

Training was in the hands of Chris Mulherin (Australia), 
Langham Partnership International Director Chris Wright, and Langham Preaching 
Associate Director Paul Windsor, and focused on the basic skills of understanding the text 
and building clear, faithful and relevant biblical sermons. One highlight of the week was 
the opportunity to have lunch with the Archbishop of Melanesia, David Vunagi. Langham 
Preaching thrives on the endorsement of leaders like Archbishop David.

We have agreed that Level 2 training will be held from 19 - 23 July 2010 with a condensed 
Level 1 event immediately prior to this week so that an even larger group of pastors can 
stay on and journey on to Level 2 and 3.

Langham Preaching is off to an excellent start in the Pacific largely due to the commitment 
of Langham Partnership Australia (LPA). God willing, in 2010 Vanuatu will hold a Level 3 
and both the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea will hold a Level 2 seminar. And since 
the recent appointment of Langham 
Scholar, Ma’afu Palu, to the Sia’atoutai 
College in Tonga, there is also local 
expertise on which we can draw.

Asia FocusPacific Focus

Langham Preaching 
Participants in the 
Solomons:

• Pentecostals

• Nazarenes

• Catholics

• Worldwide Church of God

• Assemblies of God

• Scripture Union

• Campus Crusade for 
Christ

• Bible Society

• South Sea Evangelical 
Church

• Anglican Church of 
Melanesia

• United Church of Solomon 
Islands

Can you sponsor the 
training of a PNG Pastor?
The Pacific Preaching Programme commences 
late this year in Papua New Guinea — the world’s 
most linguistically and ethnically complex nation and our 
close neighbour. You can cover the costs of one 
participant for the entire week-long seminar for 
only $120. Mark clearly on the response form if you would 
like to support this project, or use the insert provided.

From Participants at Langham Preaching, 
Central Asia 

“Thank you so much for this seminar on preaching. It’s as though we’ve 
been asleep all this time, and now we’ve woken up.”

“I’m eagerly waiting for second level seminar next year!”

“It was a different kind of seminar to what we’re used to. Well-
organized and always interesting.”

Training ‘Fishers’ at 
Sia’atoutai
Nuku’alofa, Tonga

Ma’afu Palu

Just a short 
note from us 
here in Tonga.

We have 
moved to the 
Bible College’s 
house.

The Bible 
College 
is called 
“Sia’atoutai” 
which 
literally 
means the “home for the fishers of 
men”, so, we are here to train “fishers of men” 
for Tonga and the Pacific.

Since my arrival - I went to meet the Principal 
personally and gave him a copy of my PhD Thesis 
- it is so encouraging to hear him in College 
chapel urging our students towards repentance 
and faith in Jesus Christ for eternal life.

Although the academic year is drawing to a 
close, he has assigned me to the Library in 
order to supervise and catalogue our books, 
and to teach all his classes for a week while 
he is away for meetings in Fiji. I have also been 
asked to address a university Christian group on 
the importance of the Bible for the Christian’s 
life, and have just finished special lectures to 
the third-year students on Rudolf Bultmann’s 
hermeneutics. 

Just being here in Tonga and in the College has 
already created opportunities for the gospel.

Please pray for us:

•	For Dr Puloka, the Principal, as he leads the 
College.

•	For us all, that we may set good examples to 
our colleagues living as Christians

•	For our family, that we learn contentment in 
financial difficulties as we face high prices in 
Tonga

•	For Elizabeth volunteering in the College 
kindergarten, for Tevita and Freddy settling 
into new schools and thanks for Albert Joshua’s 
(AJ’s) continued good health.

Paul Swarup (Convenor) with Samuel Yesudas, Joseph Selavadurai, Ernest Clark, Devendra Verma, and Isaac Thomas at the North India Consultation.

Three Indian leaders at the North India consultation: Paulson, Academic Dean at 

Union Biblical Seminary; ‘AK’, leading the Baptist work in Northeast India, and 

Raju, director of Kacchwa Transformation Ministries in Uttar Pradesh, a holistic 

ministry built around a hospital, developing schools, starting businesses, planting 

churches and seeing hundreds and hundreds of people come to faith in Christ.



A ‘dynamo’ 
of worldwide 
Christian 
publishing: 
Pieter Kwant in 
Sydney
Pieter Kwant (International 
Programme Director for Langham 
Literature) will be speaking in 
Sydney January 2010.  Christian 
books have been a central part 
of his life for 34 years, and he is 
passionate about promoting and 
encouraging Majority World writing 
and research.  He has had a key 
role in developing the Africa Bible 
Commentary, as well as the South 
Asia, Arabic and Latin American 
commentary projects.  Pieter 
helped develop Operation World, 
a book resourcing prayer for 
world mission; as well as Hippo 
Books, a shared imprint fully 
owned by African publishers, 
and he is currently publishing a 
20-volume history of the church 
in China.

Dr Christopher Wright 
(International Director of 
Langham Partnership) will also 
be returning to Australia to 
speak in Adelaide, speaking to 
pastors, churches and students 
at a range of events, April 17-21, 
2010.

More details are coming soon 
to our website,  
www.langhampartnership.
org.au/calendar/, or contact 
Langham Partnership Australia 
on 02 4751 9036.

langham partnership international

EQUIPPING A NEW GENERATION OF BIBLE TEACHERS

19 Whitfield Place 
London 

W1T 5JX

Dear friend,

We wonder if you will kindly accept this as if it were a personal letter from us both to you as a friend 

and supporter of the work of the Langham Partnership. It is not possible for us to write personally to 

all who would consider themselves such, since there are now so many, for which we thank God greatly. 

None of us can be unaware of the severe economic crisis that has affected the world, including the 

many countries of the majority world where Langham Partnership works. Indeed, the effect of the 

downturn in the majority world is to increase the very needs that we seek to address – shortage of 

material and human resources for equipping better Bible preachers and teachers to strengthen the 

church. We know of some seminaries in Africa and Asia, for example, that are struggling with severe 

financial stress. We have relationships with small indigenous evangelical publishers whose cash flow 

and financial viability, already vulnerable, are now causing critical concern. We long to help with 

appropriate support. 

And yet the effect of collapsing financial markets has been to reduce the giving capacity of many 

of those who have been most generous in past years. We fully understand that, and the senior 

management of Langham - staff and boards - have worked extremely hard to adjust our budgets 

accordingly. We can’t plan to spend what we don’t expect to get! 

Cutting budgets, however, is a painful thing, for it is not about numbers but about people whom we 

greatly want to help, but whom we have had to send away empty – at least for now. Two planned 

gatherings of Langham Scholars in Asia and Eastern Europe, that would be such an encouragement 

to people working in tough contexts, have had to be shelved for lack of Langham funding. A major 

publishing opportunity in Arabic for the Middle East with great strategic potential has had to be turned 

down. Eighteen countries that were working with Langham Preaching towards launching national 

programmes in 2010 have had to be told we cannot do it until later. These are a few of the painful 

decisions our Langham programme directors have had to make - disappointing to them and even more 

so to our partners. 

Will you please join us in earnest prayer right now about this situation? We are more than ever 

convinced that the Lord has guided and blessed the three ministries of Langham Partnership from 

very small beginnings forty years ago to the significant global network that it is today. The vision is 

thoroughly biblical. The need and opportunities are as great as ever, and the constant feedback we 

receive from our partners in the churches of the majority world assures us that what Langham offers is 

hugely appreciated and utterly strategic for the Kingdom of God. 

We are convinced that the work of the Kingdom of God is not and should not be dependent on the 

rising or falling of the kingdom of mammon, and so we trust that you will join us in praying that the 

Lord who owns the cattle on a thousand hills will continue faithful in his abundant provision – not for 

Langham’s needs, but for the needs of those we serve in the neediest parts of the world. 

We know that you are among those who already support the work generously, and may have done 

so for many years. We are so grateful to you. However, if, in addition to praying with us, you wish 

to make a special gift at this critical time, then please make use of the response mechanism, and be 

assured of our thanks. But above all, join us in prayer that, far from shrinking, Langham may grow in its 

capacity to take up the opportunities before us, through the surprising generosity of our Lord God. 

Thank you for your fellowship in the gospel and may the Lord richly bless you, 

Founder and Honorary President           International Director

Prayer Focus
‘Digging Deep’ in PNG
The Langham Preaching movement gets underway in Papua New 
Guinea at the end of November, one of 40 Langham Preaching 
programmes taking place around the world this year.  Pray for the 
facilitators, Andrew Reid, Tim Johnson and Paul Windsor. 
Pray that God will guide the selection of the pastors and church 
leaders who will attend, and provide much-needed funds so that 
this project will be able to encourage and strengthen His Church in 
Papua New Guinea.

The ‘Danger’ of Doctoral Studies
John Stott writes, “There is a real danger that a scholar may return 
home after three or four years an academic success but a spiritual 
failure—a ‘doctor’ (qualified to teach) but no longer a ‘disciple’, 
possessing a new degree and a new title, but possessed by no new 
vision, power or holiness.”

Please pray for Langham Scholars Ma’afu Palu, on his return 
to Tonga, and for Alfred Olwa, continuing his studies in Sydney, 
that they will be not simply competent teachers of theology, but 
that they will truly know and worship the God they talk about.

Commentaries for Vanuatu hot off the presses
Continue to give thanks for the ongoing work on the Vanuatu 
Bible Commentary project: Philippians, the most recent addition, 
has been published, joining 1 Thessalonians and Philemon.  Please 
continue to pray for the team with plans underway for 
commentaries on James, Esther, Galatians and 2 Thessalonians.

Langham Preaching facilitator heads to Malaysia
Pray for Paul Barker from Melbourne, as he begins a teaching 
and preaching ministry supported by CMS Australia based at the 
Malaysian Theological Seminary.  Give thanks that he will be able to 
continue his involvement with Langham Preaching in a number of 
Asian countries.



Langham Partnership 
Australia
a member of Langham 
Partnership International
Founded by John Stott and now led by 
Christopher Wright, Langham Partnership has 
been Resourcing the Majority World Church for 
Growth in Biblical Maturity for over 35 years 
through its 3 strategies:

n Preaching - Growing a new generation of 
preachers and teachers

n Literature - Multiplying indigenous evangelical 
literature, writers and publishers

n Scholars - Developing Strategic Christian 
Leaders Worldwide

Our vision is to see Majority World churches 
being equipped for mission and growing to 
maturity through the ministry of Christian leaders 
and pastors who sincerely believe, diligently 
study, faithfully expound and relevantly apply the 
Word of God.
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LANGHAM PARTNERSHIP AUSTRALIA 

Response Form

Yes I would like to stand 
with you
I want to —

 Give something regularly —  
monthly / quarterly / annually  
(circle whichever applies). 
Please complete the donation amount and the 
payment authority sections below.

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details below.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholarships

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode  

Email 

Phone 

Payment Authority
Credit Card Donations
Card Type Visacard / Mastercard
Card Number 

    

Expiry Date  

Name on Card 

Signed 

Date 

Periodical Payments/
Internet Deposits
You may wish to arrange with your Bank to 
set up Periodical Payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership Bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
Internet banking.  The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032-837 Account Number 14-4002

See Website for Online Donations
www.langhampartnership.org.au

Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777


