
Equipping a new generation of Bible teachers

MAY 2014

PO Box 530 Springwood  NSW  2777   |   Phone 02 4751 9036   |   Email australia@langham.org   |   Web www.langham.org 

90 Days on

The Galapagos Islands are famous 
for their turtles, and for the visit 
of Charles Darwin in 1835 on 

board HMS Beagle. Less well known will 
be the visit of 58-year-old Ecuadorian 
pastor, Jaime (pronounced Hymie) 
Sempertegui, in 2013. A small church of 
about 30 people invited him to come from 
Quito and help them with some serious 
problems that they had. He spent 90 days 
there (the maximum allowed). When he 
left, the church had multiplied more than 
five times. An extraordinary story, but 
then Jaime himself has an extraordinary 
story. Here it is as he told it to Chris Wright 
during the Langham Preaching seminar in 
Ecuador in November. 

I met my wife when we were about 20 years 
old. I was a committed atheist, and she was 
a committed believer. But God gave her a 
command to marry me, with a promise from 
Jeremiah 24 that I was like one of the ‘good 
figs’ in the land of Babylon. I was ‘in Babylon’ 
all right. I was a left-wing atheist intellectual, 
a member of the Communist-Leninist-
Marxist Party in Ecuador. I was head of their 
communications and part of their radical, 
violent section. I was involved in several 
armed actions. 

‘Kill me if you like.’
But the Lord began to ‘close in’ on me, bit 
by bit. I lost a lot of money. My parents died. 
I got very sick and ended up completely 
paralysed from my waist down. By that time 
I had been married already 18 years. During 
that paralysis, God said to me, “Give me 
your life! Surrender to me.” But I said back 
to God, “You can kill me if you like, or cut off 
my legs, but I will not give you my life.” The 
next day, I woke up completely healed and 
able to walk. I was checked by three groups 
of doctors and they could not explain it. So 
a big struggle started within me. Did God 
really exist? From then on, I found that I 
could no longer talk about the class struggle 
in language of hatred and violence. I could 
only talk about love. 

8 months later, I was unemployed and 
desperate, with no money at all. So at last 
I prayed — “God, if you really do exist, and 
if you want me to have a job, you’d better 
get me one yourself.” Within 3 months, I was 
given a job as a pastor of a church! And for 
the last 17 years I have been serving God as 
a pastor. 

‘How can I talk about you if I 
don’t know you?’
I left Quito and went to another city and was 
pastoring there. I started to preach on the 
radio in that city. But I said to God, “How can 
I talk about you when I don’t know much 
about you?” God replied, “Don’t worry, I will 
put words in your mouth to speak.” I used 
to be amazed, and sometimes terrified, at 
what he gave me to say when preaching 
on the radio. Then I would come home 
after I’d preached, and my wife would show 
me in the Bible the passages that I had 
unconsciously used to talk about the Lord.

Some years later God called me back to 
Quito again and I joined other pastors in 
the city. At that time my son Daniel decided 
to go to seminary. Now he too is pastoring 
a church in the city. For a while he used to 
work for Compassion International, and in 
2008 he was sent as one of their delegates 
to the first Langham Preaching seminar 
in Quito. He went along with my wife. I 
could not attend because of my pastoral 
commitments. But what my son and my 
wife were learning impressed me so much 
that I went along just to listen. But when the 
next cycle of seminars started, I joined and 
ended up leading one of the “escuelitas” 
[Preachers’ Clubs in Latin America], with five 
other pastors. 

‘Missionary preaching’
Langham helped me change my preaching 
a lot, for the better. Before, I was like a 
missionary when I preached. I knew where 
I started out from, but I never knew where I 
would end up. Now I know how to plan the 

whole thing and close 
the deal at the end. 

I then took that group 
of five pastors to do 
more training in the 
north of Quito and 35 
more pastors there 
have been trained by 
Langham methods 
in Bible preaching. 
People are coming to 
their churches now, 
saying “We used to get just fantasies 
and stories in our churches, but you are 
giving us solid food.” 

My wife died in May 2013. I owe everything, 
under God, to my wife and my son. 

Job done 
So what happened in Galapagos — 
where Jaime went just a month after the 
death of his wife? He called together a 
group of 26 from the church and met 
with them every Friday and taught them 
how to understand and preach the 
Bible, using Langham materials. At the 
end of three months, 14 of them had 
completed the course. Meanwhile, as they 
had begun preaching in the church, the 
church rapidly grew from about 30 to 160 
members. Before Jaime left, they held 
an all-night prayer meeting and all 160 
people came. Through the night, every 
one of the 14 preached from the Bible, 
‘and every one was excellent’, said Jaime! 

After his 90 days, he left the church with 
160 members, 14 lay preachers, and 
a pastor sent by the denomination. A 
month later one of the 14 phoned him to 
say, ‘We’ve been teaching the new pastor 
how to preach from the Bible!’. 

Jaime just twinkles with a shy crooked 
smile: ‘I said to myself, “My job is done”.’ 

‘John Stott foresaw the rise of 
Christianity in the global south 
before most others. He got out 
there first and he saw the need for 
training. This ministry [Langham] 
has been a game changer.’

Tim Keller 
Author and Pastor, Redeemer 
Presbyterian Church, New York.

Galapagos



The first ever Langham Scholars 
in Africa Consultation was held 
in Nairobi in December 2013: four 

days of prayer, fellowship, teaching and 
encouragement.

It was challenging, often moving to hear of 
the circumstances in which these scholars 
work. They spoke of children missing 
their parents, pressures from seminary, 
church, relatives — all of which have to 
be accommodated alongside academic 
research. One scholar who married 
partway through his programme joked, ‘I 
had to choose between making room for my 
books or for my wife!’ Three other scholars 
had to be urgently evacuated from the 
disintegrating social and political situation 
in the Central African Republic.

Some scholars are well supported 
by supervisors; others felt they were 
battling on alone. ‘I’ve eaten the cow, 
but I’m struggling to finish the tail,’ one 
lamented. Abel Ngarsouledé from Chad, 
who recently completed his doctorate in 
Bangui, encouraged them as he spoke of 
his own experience: ‘You need patience, 
humility, and confident trust in God to 
succeed as a Langham Scholar.’

James Nkansah, Professor of Theology at 
Africa International University (formerly 
NEGST) in Nairobi, reminded them that 
completing their degrees would be only 
the first of many challenges. Being an 
African scholar can ‘make or break’ you, he 
cautioned: ‘Be wise as to when to say “yes” 

‘I’ve eaten the cow, but I’m struggling to finish the tail’ —

Langham Scholars meet in Africa

and “no” … “PhD” often begins to be spelled 
“Principal” soon after graduation!’ They 
will face great expectations and many 
responsibilities in their communities once 
they have graduated.

Delegates to the consultation came 
from 11 different countries in Africa: 15 
current or recently completed Langham 
Scholars and 10 scholars supported by 
ScholarLeaders International, a Langham 
partner organization. 

They represented 9 different doctoral 
programmes. Langham has been 
supporting scholars in ‘in-Majority World’ 
programmes since 2007 (before which all 
scholars studied in the West). Our support 
not only benefits the scholars, and the 
colleges where they will be teaching 
in future; it also contributes to the 
infrastructure of the universities where 
they are studying.

These men and women are at the 
forefront of a new ‘reformation’ — 
in the West 
seminaries may 
be in decline, 
but in the 
global south the 
explosive growth 
of Christianity 
has sparked a 
sharp demand for 
local theological 
education.

One scholar is relating the writing of the 
German theologian Jürgen Moltmann 
to Southern African realities, seeking to 
construct an effective African Christian 
theology of work to counter the 
prevalent ‘health and wealth’ gospel. 
Another is looking at why some Christians 
in the Congo are reverting back to primal 
religions. Several are studying Islam in 
Africa to be able to train pastors more 
effectively — one scholar from Guinea is 
surrounded by a population that is 85% 
Muslim. Many focus on Old Testament 
studies because that is so relevant to their 
African context.

What they all have in common is this: 
determination to succeed, ‘to finish the 
tail’, and to glorify God by the way in 
which they do it.

In Africa, that is not easy. Let us not forget 
them.

Dr Ian Shaw, Associate Director,  
Langham Scholars

As we watch the news there are 
certain parts of the world that 
seem to keep recurring week after 

week. What is happening in some of these 
hotspots such as Syria, Egypt and the 
tumult there; the situation in the Ukraine 
and the tragedy of the Malaysian airliner 
are troubling to say the least. We would 
like to encourage you that even in these 
places where things seem desperate, 
God has his people and is doing his work. 

God’s people make a difference in the 
communities in which they live and can 
bring comfort and hope in even the most 
desperate of circumstances.

Ukraine
Langham Scholars from Ukraine and 
Russia are modelling prayerful fellowship 
and co-operation in the continuing 
Slavic Bible Commentary project, and 
are making good progress in spite of the 

tensions between their countries. This 
will be a one-volume commentary on the 
whole Bible for the churches in the Slavic 
regions.

Middle East
There are now 9 Langham Scholars 
serving across this region in leadership 
of churches and seminaries — some 
at national level in Egypt, Palestine 
and Lebanon. Along with others, they 
are committed to the Arabic Bible 
Commentary project, which will serve 
Arab churches across the whole region of 
the Middle East and North Africa.

Malaysia
6 Langham Scholars serve in Malaysia 
alone with many more in the surrounding 
countries of South East Asia. Many 
seminaries are well served by Langham 
Literature, and Langham Preaching 
movements are growing steadily in 
countries all around the region.

God in the 
Hotspots



People are sometimes surprised to 
hear that French is spoken in Africa. 
They are even more surprised when 

they learn that Africa is the continent with 
the most French speakers in the entire 
world.

Over 100 million people in 31 countries 
in Africa have French as their first or 
second language.

Yet these people are often forgotten. 
So at the time when the Africa Bible 
Commentary was launched, the leader 
of the French division of the United Bible 
Societies thought it necessary to remind 
the team, ‘Do not forget us!’ In other 
words, don’t produce resources only for 
those who can speak English.

Others had made the same plea, and 
that is why the Africa Bible Commentary 
is now available in all major colonial 
languages of Africa: English, French 
and Portuguese, as well as Swahili and 
soon also in Malagasy and Hausa. But 
that is only one book. What about other 

resources? A lecturer at a Bible College 
in Francophone Africa appealed to me in 
desperation, saying ‘There are no books 
we can get for our students.’

Langham was already working with 
publishers in three English-speaking 
African countries to produce HippoBooks 
for seminary students and college 
graduates in Africa. So we extended 
LivresHippo to Francophone Africa. 
The first book has been published by 
a consortium of publishers from Cote 
d’Ivoire, Cameroon, and Benin.

The author is someone who has a long 
history with Langham — Solomon 
Andria, originally from Madagascar, 
but currently living in Cote d’Ivoire, and 
known throughout French-speaking 
Africa for his work with the International 
Fellowship of Evangelical Students.

This book is not a one-off printing, but 
is part of a much larger Africa Bible 
Commentary Series. So Solomon’s 
commentary on Romans will soon be 

followed by a commentary on Jeremiah, 
written in French by an author from the 
Congo. If you can’t read French, you can 
get an English translation, published by 
Zondervan in conjunction with Hippo.

And work has already started on a French 
translation of Hippo’s bestseller, African 
Christian Ethics.

LivresHippo is up and running!

Isobel Stevenson, Langham Literature

Does Langham Preaching make a difference? “Yes, and whilst we are making 
steps towards being able to measure our impact in quantifiable ways, the 
answer sometimes comes in unexpected comments”.

Conrad Mbewe, a member of our International Council and a Langham 
Preaching facilitator in Zambia, sent us this Facebook conversation that he saw 
in that country (names withheld)

A pastor posted on his Facebook page his sermon outline from the text 
Hebrews 1:1-2. The comments then flowed as follows: See on the iPhone opposite.

Overheard…

100 million
and counting

Introducing HippoBooks — LivresHippo

Friend 
I can tell we are classmates in Langham!

Pastor 
Those lessons have sunk deep. I cannot keep away from the Scripture. Thank you for exposing me to Langham. 

Pastor’s Wife Is there anything like holy envy? I have never seen my husband hooked to the Bible like he has been lately, after the Langham training. I am his nearest “congregation” and I cannot count how many sermons I got from Romans in the month of December. These were daily services! 
Pastor 
Darling, you are the one who knows what God’s word has become for me, having been introduced to Langham. The Bible is a gold-mine indeed!

Carrier

Meanwhile, from Indonesia where the Langham 
Preaching movement has spread country-wide,one of the 
facilitators sent us this note: 
I heard a lovely story the other day from the remote area of 
Western Sulawesi. “If one of the local pastors preaches a bad 
sermon, then the congregation says, ‘He’s not been to Langham 
Training yet!’” So our prayers that this movement will impact the 
grass roots of the Indonesian churches are beginning to bear fruit. 



Mere change is not growth. Growth 
is the synthesis of change and 
continuity, and where there is no 

continuity there is no growth.             C S Lewis

We are now going through a time of 
change within Langham Preaching 
as the baton of leadership is handed 
from Jonathan Lamb (for the past 11 
years), to Dr Paul Windsor. I think this 
quote from C S Lewis is very apt, as we 
are not just experiencing a change of 
leadership but something more — since 
Paul as Associate Director of Preaching 
and Jonathan have worked closely 
together for the past 4 years. In that role 
Paul has been responsible for Langham 
Preaching’s work in Asia and the Pacific 
and has witnessed God’s blessing on the 
work as it has expanded from 2 countries 
into 10.

Paul and his 
wife Barby, New 
Zealanders, 
actually grew 
up in India as 
missionary 
kids. He has 
been pastor of 
Georgetown 
Baptist Church 
in Invercargill, 
NZ; a lecturer 
at the Bible 
College of 

New Zealand 
and subsequently Principal of Carey 

Baptist College, Auckland, NZ. He is a 
well known teacher and preacher in his 
home country. Paul and Barby have 5 
children and 1 grandchild. They have now 
moved back to India where Paul teaches 
homiletics at the South Asia Institute of 

New Faces & 
Changes

(50%) 
position. It 
is hoped 
that both 
these 
positions 
will be 
filled by 
national 
leaders 
at the 
conclusion of this 
period. Paul will continue to live in South 
East Asia.

Paul has been active as a trainer in 
numerous preaching movements — from 
Turkey and Vanuatu in the early days, 
through to his current commitments in 
Pakistan, Malaysia, Indonesia, Myanmar 
and Nepal (with Crosslinks (UK)). He is also 
familiar with the world of scholarship and 
theological education. Paul has served 
as a Visiting Scholar at Seminari Theoloji 
Malaysia (STM) since 2009, while also 
teaching in seminaries and universities in 
China, Myanmar, Thailand, India, Pakistan 
and Philippines. He is the author of books 
on Deuteronomy and Amos, which 
have been published in various Asian 
languages.

Originally from Melbourne, where he 
studied at Ridley Theological College, 
Paul completed his PhD on ‘The Triumph 
of Grace in Deuteronomy’ through the 
University of Bristol in UK. He served as 
Senior Minister of Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church (Melbourne) from 1996-2009.

“Whether it be training at the grassroots 
or teaching in the institution, Paul Barker’s 
work is marked by a skill with his subject 
and a love for his students. We are thrilled to 
have him join our team in this more formal 
capacity.”

Paul is sponsored by CMS Australia and 
this appointment is only possible because 
of their spacious vision and generosity. 
We are grateful to them!

Riad Kassis (Langham Scholars) and Paul 
Windsor (Langham Preaching) 

Congratulations Ronald!

If you’ve been receiving our Langham 
Australia newsletters over the past 
three years, you would’ve been praying 

for Ronald Lal Din Suah from Myanmar, 
one of two Langham Scholars currently 
studying in Australia. Ronald, along with 
Mary and the children, has been living in 
Melbourne, with Ronald studying at Ridley. 
His doctoral thesis is titled “Responsibility, 
Chastisement and Restoration: Relational 
Justice in the Book of Hosea”.

Ronald has very recently been told that his 
thesis has been accepted by the Australian 
College of Theology. This is a wonderful 
achievement — congratulations Dr 
Ronald!  We rejoice with you and say “well 
done, good and faithful servant!” May the 
Lord continue to bless and keep you.

An email from Ronald …“The completion 
of my doctoral work comes as a fulfilment 
of my dream in life. Without the enormous 
support of Langham, this dream of mine 

would not have been fulfilled by any 
means. I believe this new achievement 
will open more doors for me to serve the 
sovereign Lord whom I serve so dearly in 
our part of the world. I am forever grateful 
to Langham and deeply admire what the 
strategic ministry has 
accomplished across 
the globe.”

Please continue to 
pray for Ronald, 
Mary and the 
children as they 
prepare to return to 
Myanmar.

Advanced Christian Studies. Living in the 
majority world gives him valuable insights 
into the needs and opportunities of the 
growing churches of the global south.

Paul now takes on the coordination of 
an international team of national and 
regional co-ordinators and trainers who 
facilitate Langham Preaching movements 
around the world.

Announcement 
29 April 2014

With Paul Windsor’s appointment 
as Programme Director (Langham 
Preaching), the gap created in the 
coordination of the work in Asia needs to 
be filled. The first step has been to make a 
more realistic assessment of the sheer size 
of Asia, by dividing it into four regions:

(a) Asia: West & South; (b) Asia: Southeast 
& East; (c) India; and (d) China.

Langham Partnership is pleased to 
announce that Rev Dr Paul Barker has 
been appointed to a dual role within 
these first two regions:

(a) Regional Coordinator for Langham 
Preaching Paul will provide oversight for 
the preaching movements in Pakistan, 
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Cambodia and Mongolia – and 
coordinate any new initiatives.

(b) Scholar Care Coordinator for Langham 
Scholars. Paul will provide pastoral 
support to Scholars in these regions, 
communicating with them and visiting 
them — and taking opportunities to 
mentor them.

This is a two year appointment, 
commencing 1 July 2014. It is a half-time 



Have you considered including Langham 
Partnership in your will?

Like many mission organizations we can 
benefit greatly when friends make a final gift 
that continues to bless the ministries they have 
generously supported in life. Once you have 
made proper and primary provision for family 
and friends this can be a very effective way 
to go on making a difference to the church 
on earth when you have joined the church in 
glory! If you would like to consider this option 
in your will please contact Wendy Toulmin at 
Langham Australia.

$

$

$

$

$

Response Form
LPA is involved in exciting 
projects, will you stand with 
us? Wendy Toulmin AM (Exec Officer LPA)

My Gift
I want to —

 Give $
regularly — monthly / quarterly /annually 
(circle whichever applies). Please complete 
the donation amount and the payment 
authority sections below.

 Give a one off gift of $   
Please make cheques payable to Langham 
Partnership (Aust) or complete card details 
below.

Please use my donation:

Where Most Needed

Langham Scholars

Langham Literature

Langham Preaching

My Total Donation
 Yes, I would like to receive Daily Thoughts 
along with the monthly eNews.

My Address
Mr/Mrs/Miss/Dr/Rev 
Family Name 

First Name 

Address 

 Postcode 

Email 

Phone 

Payment Authority
Credit Card Donations
Card Type Visacard / Mastercard
Card Number 

   

Expiry Date  

Name on Card 

Signed 

Date /         /

Periodical Payments/
Internet Deposits
You may wish to arrange with your Bank to 
set up Periodical Payments from your account 
directly to the Langham Partnership Bank 
account or to transfer monies directly via 
Internet banking. The details you will need are:
Account Name Langham Partnership (Aust)
Bank and Branch Westpac, Springwood NSW
BSB 032 837 Account Number 144002

See Website for Online Donations
www.langham.org 
Langham Partnership Australia 
PO Box 530 Springwood NSW 2777

Our vision is to see churches in the 
Majority World equipped for mission 
and growing to maturity in Christ 
through the ministry of pastors and 
leaders who believe, teach and live by 
the word of God.

As an evangelical organisation, the Langham 
Partnership is above all committed to exalt 
the name and glory of the Lord Jesus Christ, to 
promote the gospel of His grace and to foster 
the mission of His church.

We do this through our three programmes:

 Langham Scholars offers doctoral 
scholarships for theological leaders who will 
lead churches and train the next generation 
of Bible teachers in their home countries

 Langham Literature provides preachers 
and Bible colleges with evangelical literature 
and mentors indigenous writers, editors and 
publishers

 Langham Preaching establishes national 
movements for continuous training in 
expository biblical preaching.


